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The one great rule 

of composition is to 

speak the truth. 
—Thoreau 


An Independent Liberal Weekly Newspaper 





Vol. 48 


TEXAS, MAY 9, 1956 





Ohe Cexas Obseruer 


We will serve no 
group or party but 
will hew hard to 
the truth as we find 
it and the right as 
we see it. 





No. 2 





Loyalist Democrats Regain Control 


(See related stories, pages 3 and 5) 


AUSTIN 

Loyal Democrats have regained 
full control of the Democratic Party 
ot lexas for the first time since 
944. 

In Washington Senator Lyndon 
Jolinson claimed a five-to-one  vic- 
tory in 200 of the 254 counties over 
CGiovernor Allan Shivers. An AP tab- 
ulation showed loyalists had won at 
least 1,149 of the 1,898 votes in the 
state convention, compared to 66 for 
Governor Shivers, with 224 votes in 
dispute and 64 uninstructed. 

Mrs. Kahleen Voigt, secretary of 
the Democratic Advisory Council, told 
the Observer that loyalists had 1,500 
Monday .and_ will 
probably have between 1,600 and 1,800 
at the state convention in Dallas May 
22 because of switches and bandwagon 
pressure on uninstructed delegates, “I 
don't think the convention's going to 
be any fun,” she said. 

Democratic National Chairman Paul 
Butler was among 1,000 people who 
greeted Johnson and Speaker Rayburn 
upon their return to Washington. He 
sail the victory in Texas was the most 
significant thing that has happened to 
Democrats in the last 50 vears and 
launches an alignment of forces which 
will achieve a new solid South. 

Adlai Stevenson wired Mrs. Voight, 
“What wonderful news from Texas.” 
Former national Democratic chairman 
Stephen Mitchell wired: “Congratula- 
tions on redemption of Democratic 
Party in Texas.” 


convention votes 


NEIGHBORS’ ESTEEM 


Johnson Claims a 5-to-1 Edge; 
Paul Butler Sees a Solid South 


Sharp differences may yet develop on 
the complexion of the Texas delega- 
tion to Chicago. Johnson qualifies his 
willingness to abide by the delegate 
selections of the district caucuses with 
the proviso, “other things being equal,” 
and the condition that delegation mem- 
bers be willing “to work in harness 
with me.” 

With liberals firmly in control of 
Harris County’s 270 votes, the con- 
vention in Houston did not pledge to 
Johnson, demanded that Johnson- 
backed national committeeman Ben 
Ramsey be replaced by “a_ full-time 
Democrat,” and put forward Mrs. R. 
D. Randolph, a leader of the Harris 
County Democrats and a Yarborough 
supporter, as_a candidate for national 
committeewoman from Texas. 

Bell County endorsed Byron Skel- 
ton of Temple, chairman of the D. 
\. C., for national committeeman, and 
Csuadalupe County endorsed the pres- 
ent national committeewoman, Mrs, 
Hl. H. Weinert of Seguin, a Shivers 
backer who voted for Adlai Stevenson 
in 1952, 

Loyalists captured all the big-city 
conventions except in Dallas. The con- 
ventions in San Antonio, Fort Worth, 
Austin, and I] Paso endorsed John- 
son for delegation chairman and Texas 
favorite son, as did the rumping Dal- 
las loyalists (who marched out of the 
appointed convention hall behind a 
band playing Dixie) and virtually all 
the loyalist-held rural counties 


Johnson said the people had heard 
“the voice of the demagogue”’ and 
“voted for the path of moderation.” 

Shivers, conceding he had taken a 
licking—the first of his career and one 
which drops his political stock precip 
tously—said that he is willing to 
time detérmine who is the demagog 

Shivers said Johnson's combining, 
his forces “with the radical element 
in the Democratic Party “made tl 
difference.” But he said he might sup 
port Johnson for president if t! 
“element” does not prevail at Dalla 

“In key precincts in the key ci 
the effectively organized forces ot 
union labor carried the day. I congra 
ulate them upon a superior piece of or 
ganizational work and upon their 
tory.” Shivers said—-provoking a 
retort from Johnson that the statew 
nature of the returns proved no se 
tion or occupational group had beer 
decisive. 

Johnson told an Observer report 
at Johnson City that he will 
delegates from other states in 
idential sweepstakes. The reportet 
marked that he had judged from ne 
stories that Johnson did not regard } 
candidacy as serious: Replied John 
son : 


not see 
the p 


( 


Now let's get it straight. I didn’t 
say that. I said I wasn't seeking del 
from any other state, and 
you'll have to draw your own con 


clusion, 


egales 


THE SENATOR AT HIS PRECINCT 


Jounson City 

It is a long, rough, devious road 
from Jolinson City, Texas, to the 
White House in Washington, D. C. 

\lmost without fanfare, but with 
considered determination, Lyndon B. 
Johnson started up that read Satur- 
day. Only time and the decision of 
Democratic voters can say where he 
will stop. 

There was no outward excitement 
in this sleepy, unseasonably hot little 
ranching community (population 648) 
over the prospect that its number one 
citizen might one day become the na- 
tions number one citizen. No brass 
band, no proud banners. Oné man on 
main street didn’t even know where 
the convention was to be held. 

sut in Blanco County’s stone court- 
house, where the senator participated 
in his first precinct convention since 
he’s been in politics, the voters balloted 
to a in favor of Johnson for 
President, as well as to head the dele- 
gation. Only 39 persons attended, in- 
cluding Johnson, his wife, and mother. 


Looking deadly serious, the Johnsons 


an 


*sat_ on the front-row bench of the 
large, dimly-lit’ second-floor court- 
room. 


The first order of business was the 
-election of the tall, lean 
rancher-politician as precinct chair- 
man. He took the chair, and dropping 
aly seinblance of a politician seeking 
the highest office in the land, he simply 
stated, “I'd rather have the contidence 
and goodwill of my neighbors than any 
public office.” He spoke briefly, thank- 
ing voters for their past and present 
support and for attending the conven- 
tion. 


Unaninotis 


The resolution, introduced by a 
longtime friend, Robert Knox, said, in 
part: “Whereas, the people of Blanco 
County are justly proud of their fa- 
vorite son, U.S. Senator Lyndon B. 
Johnson, and regard him with deep af- 
fection ... be it resolved that Precinct 
5 delegates vote for (him) as 
chairman of the Texas delegation and 
favorite son candidate for the 
Democratic nomination for the office 


as 


of President of the United States.” 
At the close of the session, Johnson 
still was reticent to state firmly that he 
was making a concerted drive for the 
presidency. Asked if he now consid- 
ered himself a serious contender, he 


replied: “I said I wasn't seeking dele 
gates from any other state, and you'll 
have to draw your own conclusion 

He then turned to 
friendships, shaking hands with othe: 
Johnson City area residents, Clad in a 
brown, western cut sportshirt, t 
pants, brown boots, and a tan Stetson, 
he blended perfectly in the small 
crowd of well-wishers. 

An attendant in a nearby servic 
station probably sized up Johnson’ 
position as well as anyone has. “N 
one can tell what'll happen next,” he 
said, “but he seems as likely a candi 
date as anyone kicking around right 
now.” B.B 


D 


renew ing old 





Staff Photo 


Mrs. Lyndon Johnson, the Senator, and His Mother 
They emerge from the Johnson City Courthouse after a Convention 
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ight to hold employ- 
red medicine. They 
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' The invocation at 
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Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art. 


pCNas 1S 


back in the 


Denmocrats. 


Governor Shivers takes Ins place in 
h st \ i ws > rt hie “CTC lited 
cle Navel . | lw cup « « Isl 
in lexas is’ brunming—and, as is 
the way with brimming cups, it tips 
the easier and spl s the more 

A toast, tirst! | S Peak ¢ Ray 
burn ind Se tor Is they 
came back an iv when the 
stukes were | ve, | « s and 
Deniwecrats who have w ked f 
many years to em rrupuuion and 
reaction in Austin. Lo Ralph Yar 
borough, only gubernatorial candi 


j 


WK a Wiknehearted stand 


and 


date who t 


against Shivers in this fight, 
who, more than anyone else, deserves 
tor the education of 
the that 


\ustin. lo 


the credit the 


pe ple to has 


been rampant in 


corruption 
lexans 
everywhere who had a hand in this 
decisive triumph! 


Senator Johnson's candidacy was 
in the rural areas and in the 
Hie did 
not have a decisive etfect on loyalist 


he!ptul 


silk-stocking urban districts. 


areas—the Houston Democrats won 
their precincts without endorsing 
hun—but no one would deny him 


full credit for his part 





JEFFERSON 





wid Al wad 


civil rights and the oil and gas in- 
dustry, and Texans would do Texas 
and the nation a disservice if thev 


defaulted their own poley function 


at Cn 


ivo 
a SE 


Chird, 
we feel, give anybody a blank check. 
\ first - ballot 
which the delegates would be re- 


tor 


the delegates should not, 


nomination, after 


eased to they 


anybody else— 


vote whomever 


chose—Johnson or 
ould | ‘eferable leleg 
would be preferable to a delegation 
pledged to Johnson “unless and un- 
til” it, 


Blanco County convention urges. 


he releases which his own 
Fourth, Ben Ramsey, chief Shiv- 
ers “entorcer” as president of the 
Senate, should resign or be replaced 
as national commiutteeman, as should 
Mrs. Weinert, a Shivers backer, 
gracetully retire from the commit- 
teewomanship. Surely the people's 
feelings about Shivers and his sym- 
pathizers are clear enough now. 


The battle has just begun, of 
course. Price Daniel is carrying the 
Shivers-special interest flag into the 
sumumer tray, and the July primaries 
will tell more about the actual gov- 
erning of in the next few 
vears than the conventions just over. 
But on that point’ 


Texas 


Ss counterpoint, a 


fina] toast—to the people! 
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Loyalists Prevail 


(Continued from page 1) 
group met separately at an illegal time. 
Loyalists are optimistic they will be 
seated at Dallas, and Drake and Jess 
Hassell, the conservatives’ temporary 
chairman, conceded they are probably 


correct 


FORT WORTH 


Liberals firmly in control in Tarrant 
County convention (the test vote was 
681 to 432) endorsed Johnson i 
ite and chairman but did not 
Instruct their ror 
binding 
Liberals identified with the local Dem- 
drew 


r fa- 


Vul Onl 


dele gates to vote 1or hin, 


them only to vote by unit rule 
ocratic Organizing Committee 
most of the committee assignments. 

In suggest what resolutions 
cinct 


rant 


ne 
Pia 


pre- 


leaders might propose, the Tar- 
D.O.4 alternative 


resolutions 


sent out three 
Johnson matte 
for 


on the 
favorite son 


and 


endorsing Johnson 
and chairman, for chairman only 
merely commending him 

Democratic chairman Tom 
Ward was elected temporary conver 
tion chairman over W. M. Brown, 
Tarrant Cou } In 


nominating Brown. lawyer Ward Bai 


County 


nty leader for Shivers 


ey aroused boos ind applause when 
he said Johnson is in othce “because 
they stole an election” and said Texas 
sho ld ix’ repres< ted “by somebody 


who will sell out 


Batley also 
red to Johnson's agreement that he 
+ . a; m 


is “against forced integration,” which 

sht boos from Negro delegates 
The test vote showed 90 precincts 

in the loyalist camp, 50 in the Shivers 


. 


camp, and four split. 


AUSTIN 
\ustin 


whopping endorsement from 66 of 69 


loyalists gave Johnson a 
precincts votung. 
They had a big day, the highlight of 
with Dan 
former gov 
and a Moody, 
fighting a loyalty pledge advanced by 
ath (and adopted by the 
convention ), the convention, 
“Would vou support Walter Reuther 
if the Demo nominee) 7” The audi 
ence roared back “yes” with applause 
He asked next if they would back Ne 
gro Congressman William Dawson of 
Chicago. After a pause they shouted 
back “yes.” There 
sion, however, when he asked about 
Henry Wallace. 
Ralph Yarborough 


which was an. exchange 


Moody, |r son of the 


ernor Shivers man, 
aaa - 
Creekmore | 


asked 


Was some indeci- 


congratulated 


for “returning the Demo- 
cratic Party to the people of Texas 

John White, 
ture, said: “This is an end of the Ke- 
publican era of the Democratic Pariv 


Johnson 


conunissioner of Agricul- 


of Texas.” He paid tribute to John- 
son and Rayburn “for coming back 
when we needed them most.” 


SAN ANTONIO 


San Antonio Democrats carried the 


Bexar convention § for Johnson by 
more than four-tu-one. It was strictly 
no contest. The convention endorsed 
Johnson, lauded Rayburn and John 
Nance Garner, ind selected Jin my 
Knight as convention chairman and 
Mrs. Voigt as chairman of the delega- 
tion 

The conve resoluuions comimite 


tee considered and defeated Mrs. Min- 
nie bisher Cunningham's candidacy 
ror tavorite daughter and delegation 
cl urn i 

Other rumy nty convention reports 


. About 50 pro-Johnson 
at Wharton C 
group 
Johns 


aft ¥ : 
aiter a disputed ov 


bolted 
pro-Shivers 


delegates 
yunty; the 
County: the 
County 


imped in Robertson 


onites at Anderson 


bolted 


Harrison 
and 


Shivers people controlled the 


County convention at Marshall John- 


son backers walkéd Smith County. the 
chairman fused to recognize ex-Rep. 
Bill Kugle. w} led a loyalist bolt; Shiv- 
ers backe 9roposed an eight-five pro- 
Shivers d gation vo split .n Cameron 
‘ounty i e Johnson group bolted 

The Shivers forces in control of the 
Harrison and Titus conventions packed * 
Shivers tor dclegation chairman and 
Johnson tor favorite son. This plan had 
been heralded as a potential ground for 
compror > by several dailies. 

Other counties whose Democratic con- 


ventions Tuesday pledged to Johnson for 


and delegation chairman 


favorite sor 


El Paso, Cheroke Washington, Leon, 
Brazos, Trinity, Houston, Karnes, Cal- 


houn, Angelina, Nacogdo- 
Victoria, She iby, 
Grimes, Nolan, 


Montague, 


San Augustine 
ches, Bastrop 
Jackson, DeWitt, 
Hunt, Coleman, 


Gonzales, 
Hardin, 


McCullough, 


Palo Pint 3 Baylor. Jack, Cottle. Coman- 
che, McLenr Hockley, Navarro, Wil- 
liamson, Grayson, Hale, Hays, Lamar@® 


Lubbock, Browr 
Tom Green. Ward. 
Madison 


Othe countie 


Brazos, Victoria, Bowie, 
Falls, Wichita, Fayette, 
whose conventions 
delegation 


pledged to Shivers as chair- 
man: 

Montgomery, Colorado, San Jacinto, 
Polk, Fort Bend, Waller, Matagorda, Pane 
ola. 

Other county convention results: 


( Continued on Page 8) 


Proe 


3-to-48 2 3 voterg, 











M 
era © 
just 
patri 

Th 
davs 
Texa 
gers 
sary 
tory 
ers fr 

On 
avo! 





ot ce 
very 
must 
publ: 
have 
Th 
ers 
Sm 
1 exa 
Thei: 
ceede 
trusts 
es, a 
Th 
becat 
the bh 
Ww hicl 
mind: 
istrat 
them. 
Th 
must 
resur 
and p 
been 
franti 
class. 
pout 
wolitic 


histor 
have 
have 
the tu 
railro 
ernor 
which 
‘| 


the 


que 
Tw 
moi 
day 
tiot 
Stat 
To 
railro. 
corpor 
Pas ce 
are fl. 
@less 1 
and 
down 
and 1 
COM) pe 
the ve 
Dov 

all oil 
tate 11 
of the 
ing h 
corruy 
Vie 
and-or 
ment 





selves 
is reat 
what | 
, os 
| con 

Thi 
poral 


the px 


Brick ted 


itician 
the m 
. , 
organ} 
many, 
ganiza 
honest 

Thi 
major 
way t 
of the 
ing ft 

















































emo- 

“? 
Aas. 

icul- 





» Ke- 





arlv 





ohn. 


bac k 































THE ISSUE: WHO SHALL CONTROL 


(Robert C. Eckhardt, Houston 
lawyer, cartoonist for the late 
lamented Texas Spectator, occa- 
stonal cartoonist for the Observer, 


® keynoted the Harris County 


convention, His remarks are here 
excérpted.—Ed. ) 


Houston 


We stand on the threshold of a new 
era of Democratic leadership in Texas 
just as Richard Coke and his com- 
patriots stood in 1875. 

That was at the close of the dark 
davs of the last Republican regime in 
Texas—but otfe—when the carpetbag- 
gers were thrown out. And it is neces- 
sary to go that far back in Texas his- 
tory to find a parallel to the late Shiv- 
ers regime. 

Only in that period nearly a century 
ago now, did this state see such an era 
of corruption and exploitation of the 
very many by the very few. And we 
must also go that far back to find_Re- 
publicans in power in Texas as They 
have been again in the last decade. 

Those spiritual and political ances- 
@®rs of Shivers and Giles and Chink 
Smith almost succeeded in giving away 
Texas to the International Railroad. 
Their modern counterparts nearly suc- 
ceeded in giving it away to the bogus 
trusts, the phoney insurance compan- 
ies, and the crooked land dealers. 

This is a glorious day for Texas, 
becatise Allan Shivers has appealed to 
the basest instincts and to prejudices 
which he imagined would blind the 
minds of our people to his maladmin- 
istration, and the people have rejected 
them. 

The events of this past week-end 
must evoke in every liberal Texan a 
resurgence of pride in his native state 
and pride in its people. Thev have not 
been stampeded by race hatred or by 
irantic efforts to pit class against 
class. They have withstood at every 
pout the furious flailings of a dying 
wihitical dynasty. 
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THE COURSE. of Texas 
history is a liberal one though there 
have been and are strong forces that 
have diverted it. In the years before 
the turn of the century these were the 
railroads. They evoked from Gov- 
ernor Hogg the following remarks 
which are good today: 

They may how] and prate, distort 
the facts, malign the public, and 
abuse me at a distance, but the main 
question shall not be lost sight of. 
Two years ago I announced it; six 
months ago I announced it, and to- 
day I again announce it. The ques- 
tion is: shall the corporations or the 
state control ? 

Today the question is the same. The 
railroads are not now the dominant 
corporations. Today the major oil and 
gas companies assume that role. They 
are flanked by the less respectable and 





#less important fly-by-night insurance 


and investment companies. Further 
down the ladder are the loan sharks 
and their associated credit insurance 
companies. And at the very bottom are 
the veterans land speculators. 

Don't make the mistake of lumping 
all oil, insurance, banking and real es- 
tate interests in these categories. Most 
of the people in these businesses, be- 
ing honest, are as badly injured by 
corrupt government as you and I. 

Though there has been much out- 
and-out dishonesty in Texas govern- 
ment in the last few years, if we our- 
selves are honest, we must admit this 
is not the main issue. The issue is still 
what Governor Jim Hogg said it was: 
{ Shall the corporations or the state 
{ control? 

This means reasonably honest cor- 
porations as well as crooked ones. If 
the people’s interests are to be pro- 


legrtected they must be represented by pol- 


iticians who are not primarily loyal to 
the major oil companies or any other 
organization of the few to control the 
many, no matter how honest that or- 
ganization may be and no matter how 
honest that politician says he may be. 

This is the issue upon which the two 
major parties divide. I know no better 
way to express the major objectives 
of the Democratic Party than by quot- 
ing from the Four Freedoms speech 


The Victory’s Meaning 
As Eckhardt Sees It 


of 1941,. by that great Democrat 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. He said: 

{ There is nothing mysterious about 
the foundations of a healthy and 
strong democracy. The basic things 
expected by our people of their po- 
litical and economic system are sim- 
ple. They are: equality of opportun- 
ity for vouth and for others; jobs 
for those who can work; security 
for those who need it; the ending of 
special privilege for the few; the 
preservation of civil liberties for all; 
the enjoyment of the fruits of scien- 
tific progress in a widen and con- 
stantly rising standard of living. 





THESE are the things we 
believe in, and I submit to you that 
Governor Shivers cannot accept these 
tenets. They run counter to everything 
that he has ever done or said. He does 
not believe in equality of opportunity 
for our Negro citizens, for instance. 
Ile is against giving the worker a fair 
deal as is shown by his sponsorship in 


1955 of Senate Bill 45 which will for 
many low paid Texas workers stifle 
the right to bargain collectively. As 
Lieutenant Governor he sidetracked 
and delayed the constitutional amend- 
ment to lift the old age pension ceiling. 

Instead of ending special privilege, 
he has permitted it to flourish through 
block land deals and unabashed control 
by big lobbyists. The oil and gas com- 
panies are now in the saddle in Texas, 
and for the first time in history the 
Governor * openly confers with their 
lobbyists before making important de- 
cisions, 

Far from preserving civil liberties, 
he has sought to destroy them, and in 
special session in 1954 his friends and 
cromies introduced a bill which would 
have permitted a bureaucratic board 
to investigate and condemn without 
trial and without due process thou 
sands of Texas citizens. In this he was 
defeated in the Texas Senate. 

The great natural wealth of the 
State of Texas cannot be translated 
into a higher standard of living when 
the major oil and gas companies are 
permitted to drain it and ship it away 
without paying sufficient taxes to build 






up the Texas economy against the time 


when these reserves are gone. While 

giving lip vice to opposition to sales 

taxe hivers wanted to raise over 93 

percent of the state’s additional rev- 

enue in 1955 by sales taxes and less 

tha increased resources taxes 

and ources 

Now, I have perhaps said 

too n sbout Allan Shivers, because 

he, by vn statement, is not seck- 

ing ap office. But what I have 

Si is also applicable to all 

hi e political leaders, at every 

I ive accepted party honors 

ane m the party—who repre- 
tead of people. 

it he Governor repre- 

political Pridey Mur- 

pl e same spirit that animated 

C] in against James Stephen 

H spirit that was reincar- 

nate lee ©’ Daniel—though 

that now fortunately col- 

onderful one-horse 

Bridey Murphy’s, the 

that aniunated Da- 

s, Clark's robber 

lee © Daniel's oil 

lor orn spirit and will ap- 

pea ted in this summer's pris 


Texas.at Large: Perspectives 


.... Signpost to adventure in the 
coffeeshop window at the Aumont Ho- 





tel in Seguin: “Enjoy Life—EAT 

OUT MORE OFTEN!” ‘ 
.... Perspective department: The 

San <Antomo [xpress polled 131 


Democratic county chairmen and came 
up with a pro-Johnson result, since a 
heavy majority of the counties were 
predicted for Johnson. Rewriting the 
poll, the Houston Press observed (as 
the Express mentioned in passing) 
that it gave Shivers a majority of del- 
egate votes, interpreted it as a pro- 
Shivers result. Johnson had kind 
words for the xpress Sunday. 

; Perspective department (2): 
For several weeks the Austin Ameri- 
can and Statesman, strongly pro- 
Johnson, carried page - one 
quoting Central Texans on their rea- 
sons for backing Johnson. The stories 
never once quoted a pro-Shivers per- 
son nor anyone opposed to both of 
them 


.... Richard Morehead of the Dal 
las News writes Ralph Yarborough 
out of the gubernatorial runoff, sug- 
gesting a Daniel-vs.-O’Daniel finale 


stories 


.... But if the Shivers defeat Sat 
urday helps any of the candidates, it 
will be Yarborough. Daniel is _ still 
linked with Shivers in the public mind. 


.... Atty. Gen, John Ben Shepperd 
was in Washington for Supreme 
Court arguments on behalf of Ne- 
braska and the state right-to-work 
laws. Shepperd wanted to join in the 
arguments but the court ruled him out. 


.... Snapping back at the Harper's 
article criticizing Texas papers for 
publishing too much “provincial” news 
at the expense of national and interna- 
tional items, Express columnist Bill 
Reddell people prefer to read 


home area news 


said 


A person close to a leading loy- 





Give ‘Em Hell 
ao the |-ditor : 


Give the crooked politicians hell, 
throw out all state office holders and 
most of the legislators .... 1 wish 
every voter in the state had one of 
your papers each week. If the people 
had both sides of a question they could 
vole intelligent. 
SaM GRAYSON 
San Angelo 


alist candidate for state office is boost- 
ing James P. Hart for national Demo 
rcatic committeeman from Texas. 
.... Loyalists in Corpus were upset 
by the Observer report that more fed 
eral gambling tax stamps are paid in 


Corpus than anywhere else in the 
CONFUSING 
AUSTIN 


To any plain, interested observer, 
this blatant Allan vs. Lyndon battle 
for chairmanship of the Texas dele 
gation is a bit confusing, to say the 
least. 

What I mean to say is, all this hell 
for the party job was being raised by 
two men who apparently, at least at 
one time, really had no interest in hav- 
ing the position. 

You take Allan, He had it once, but 
disliked it so much he joined the Re- 
publicans. And, as far as Lyndon is 
concerned, he frankly told folks he 
didn’t want it until Sam Rayburn told 
him, “Son, vou go back there to Texas 
and promote harmony among us Deim- 
ocrats.”” 

Of course, Sam didn’t really feel 
too harmonious. In fact, he had felt 
right unharmonious toward Allan ever 
since he (Allan) turned out to be a 
GOP. 

This put Lyndon in a very embar- 
assing position, for up until Sam put 
his foot down, Lyndon had managed 
to maintain an amazing neutrality in 
the lovalist-Shiverscratic fiasco. But 
in Texas it sometimes happens that af 
ter 15 or 20 years in politics, a man 
has to take a stand. That's the breaks. 
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AUSTIN 

David Gannaway, Austin printer 
and co-defendant with Lt. Gov. Ben 
Ramsey and Brown & Root, Inc., in 
a $65,000 damage suit fled by C. TP 
Johnson, has denied his firm received 
over $12,000 from Brown & 
for printing Ramsey campaign liter- 
ature last election. 

Giannaway’'s denial came in the form 
of a long series of “No” answers to in- 
terrogatories propounded to him in an 
ex parte deposition last week. 

Johnson's suit asks damages and le- 


Ry “>t 


gal fees because of alleged unreported 
campaign expenditures under the State 
Election Code provision which allows 
a candidate to sue his opponents for 
double the amount of*expenditures not 
reported. 

While Gannaway bluntly denied the 
interrogatories, the questions gave 
some hint’ on public record for the 
first time of the basis on which the 
plaintiffs brought the suit. Johnson 
and his representatives tried to get 
Gannaway to give an affidavit or sign 
a statement concerning the case. 

In imterrogatory number 
Gannaway was asked: 

“It is true, is it not, that in June 
and July, 1954, Gannaway Printing 
Company, Austin, printed approxi- 


three, 


PRINTER REPLIES 


His answer: “I can’t remember.” 

Interrogatory four: “It is true, is tt 
not, the literature in- 
quired about in the preceding interrog- 
atory, Gannaway Printing Company 
received a sum of money of more than 
$12,000?” : 

Answer: “No.” 

Interrogatory five: “It is true, is it 
not, that sometime in June, 1954, a 
man whose name you do not recall, 
but who, represented himself to have 
some connection with Brown-& Root, 
Inc., came to the office of Gannaway 
Printing Company in Austin and gave 
you an order for the printing of cam- 
paign literature in behalf of Ben Ram- 
sev's campaign for the Democratic 
nomination ?” 

Answer: “No.” 

Interrogatory six: “It is true, is it 
not, that the man who ordered the 
printing told you that ‘they’ wanted 
this to be a cash transaction and that 
they did not want any records of in- 
voices on the matter?” 

Answer: “No.” 

Interrogatory seven: “It is true, is 
it not, that the man who ordered the 
printing gave you a key to a safety 
deposit lock box at the Midelity State 
Bank (now City National Bank) in 


that tor printing 


Austin, and told you there was $25,000 
in currency in that box in $100 bills, 
and that whenever you needed money 
to apply on the printing order, you 
were authorized to go to the bank, and 
take therefrom the sum of money 
needed’ to apply on the printing or- 
der?” 

Answer: “No.” 

QurEsTIONS NUMBER 
eight and nine were whether Ganna- 
way actually did withdraw $12,000 
from the safety deposit box and 
whether the printing done for Ramsey 
was worth that much. 

Gannaway answered negatively to 
both. 

Interrogatory ten asked whether it 
was true that Gannaway delivered 
some of the campaign literature, per- 
sonally. Gannaway answered, “No, I 
do not do any delivering myself.” 

The next four questions were 
whether Gannaway had seen Ramsey 
when he delivered printing; whether 
he had been told to give the safety de- 
posit box key to Mrs. Virginia Black 
so she could get money in payment for 
printing and duplicating work for 
Ramsey's campaign; whether he actu- 
ally gave the key to Mrs. Black; and 


Some Virulent Name-calling 


mately. 250,000 pieces of literature in 
behalf of Ben Ramsey's campaign ...” 
‘ 
AUSTIN 
The voters leaned back and 
watched some of the rawest name- 


calling in recent lexas political his- 


tory the iSt WeCK betore the conven- 


tion show | wns, 


Governor Shivers called Senator 
Johnson “vicious, vain, and ambi- 
tious; said “cruel and vicious” pres- 
sures were being applied by Johnson 


and Speaker Rayburn: charged John- 


sons Senate seat had been “stolen” in 
1948 in Jim Wells County ; and wound 
up bv deciding that, though he had 
suggested Johnson for president be- 
fore, he now thinks Johnson js not fit 
to be Texas lelegati n leade r OF presi- 
dent 

Senator Tohnson called Shivers a 
Little Lord Fauntleroy with n et 
to g S the Govert Ss campaign 
had bee ! ked Vv ointi lation and 
villitica 4 1 has ne parallel” 
charge vith “hypocrisy « the 
r . 1 Opposing rece aid 
al s¢ Y” it at e ¢ ¢ \¢ and 
Sal S| ¢ s i md on id fa- 
vore t t lor preside but not 
la te Sé« 

} ™ | css Te "on S] 1V- 
e' @Uus ssuics, id Shivers 
kt ’ gait ced integr 
hor | eng Shivers to call a 
S| . 1 ¢ terpos lol 
$ Ss ] } 9 ¢ na vas t ll 
pas | S Shivers’s can¢ 
date or president—ktsenhows ve 
toed i 

Johnson s Shivers would spend 
h is ]f t l@ corre vr st es 
wrongs as ranting about states’ 
rights,’ the crooks would have been 
driven out of the temple in Austin. He 
called the Shivers regime “the most 
Currupt administration in Texss_his- 
tory’ and said Shivers owes the people 
an accounting for the veterans’ and in- 
Silratice s 


corr tion ¢ harge 
, 4 
om johnson 


wT 

U} 
© 
I 


sounded strange coming 


in light of Johnson's 87-vote margin 
out of almost a million votes cast im 
his 1948 senatorial race against Coke 
Stevenson 

\ late announced recount in Jim 
Wells Precinct 13 gave Johnson the 


margin over Stevenson in the election 
after returns that had 
to have been final indicated Stevenson 
was elected. 

Shivers Johnson 
George Parr will not be cour 
votes at the Texas state convention.” 

Johnson had asked ex- 


been presumed 


“that 


the 


assured 
ting 


Shivers to 


plain the suicide attempt of A. B. 
Shoemake, president of U.S. Trust & 
(Guaranty Co. “If he wants to know 
about a suicide, let me call one to his 
mind,” 


said Shivers, continuing: 


The Precinct Campaign 


Leaves Many Scars 


When Sam Smithwick killed a man in 
cold blood and went to the pen as one of 
the lieutenants of the Parr machine, he 
wrote a letter to Coke Stevenson and said, 

If you'll send someone to see me, I'll tell 
you about those votes down in Jim Wells 
County.” 


asked Johnson why 
“before he could tell 
Smithwick’s death was 
suicide. 


Shivers then 
Smithwick 
his story 
listed as a 


died 


Johnson said Parr was supporting 
Shivers in 1946 and that when John- 
son was elected to the Senate in 1948, 
votes in Duval 
County than Johnson did. He said 
Parr was being brought into the cam- 
paign by 


Nh “Y y 
nivers got 


more 


“little men.” 

Shivers pressed on, declaring that 
Sam introduced l’arr as a 
from the speaker's 
in the 1948 state convention. 


Rayburn 
eat Democrat 


ao 


gt 
piatiorm 


J MH NSON said Shivers is 
trving to destrov the Democratic Party 
in Texas and would return from Chi- 

npaign-for Lisenhower if 


given the chance. 


cago and ca 
ne were 
“a big deal 
his secret 
\pril 14 with 
Herbert Brownell. 
the for not 
plaving up the meeting. 

He asked reporters in Houston: 

Why -hould a Republican go to a Dem- 
ocratic convention to begin with? 

Nor did 


advantage over 


He said Shivers mad 
with a big wheel” during 
meeting at Woodville 
U.S. Atty. 


Johnson 


(ren. 


slammed press 


Johnson let 
the 
been on the firing line, 
be there after you've re- 
tired,” he said in Houston. 


Farmers, 


slip his power 
Governor. “I’ve 
\llan, and I'll 
four vears af 
ranchers, working men, 
and business- 
men would have to depend upon “a re- 
governor to pass the laws so es- 
sential to our prosperity” if Shivers 
won, he “The congres* 
sional leadership will be gone” in that 
event, he said. 


oil and gas producers, 
tired 


said. Texas 


SHIVERS told Houston 
followers that the NAACP “controls” 
17 percent of the precincts in Harris 
County. He said that “my mission” 
had been to keep the Democratic Party 
out of the hands of the NA ACF. 3t). 
and other Northern pressure groups. 
He added 

The main issue in this fight is interpo- 
sition on the issue of segregation or inte- 
gration in the public schools. 

Earlier in the week he charged that 
the UAW-CIO in Detroit had sent 
$1,000, the Texas Federation of Labor 
$500, and the American GI Forum 
$200 to the Rio Grande Valley Demo- 
cratic Club, 


Jerry Holleman of the Federation 
replied that Shivers was incorrect— 
that the Federation had contributed 
$1000—and that the purpose was a 
drive to increase poll tax payments in 
the Valley. 

Holleman said organized labor in 
Port Arthur and Jefferson County 
paid Shivers’s filing fee for heutenant 
governor—"We apologize for 
foisting this demagogue and his politi- 
cal machine upon the people,” Holle- 
man said—and Shivers replied that the 
charge was not true. 


Shivers said Johnson is “front man” 


for “the same old radical gang,” 
among whom he numbered “the ex- 
tremists,” “the Washington crowd,” 


“the labor union bosses and lobbvists,” 
the NAACP, and “party hacks.” 

The choice is clear-cut. There is no 
middle ground, There is the Texas side 
and there is the Washington side. 

He recalled Johnson was Texas del- 
egation chairman in 1940 when the 
convention “ditched poor old John 
Nance Garner” and ended up with 
Henry Wallace for vice-president. He 
suggested something similar might 
happen this vear. 


SPEAKER RAYBURN 
had also brought his cannon into play 
the night before the decision. He hit 
Shivers’s “vicious, inane, and insane 
attacks” against him, said the Govern- 
or’s statement that he loved his party 
more than the country was a “scurri- 
lous falsehood,” and there “can 
be no compromise between me and a 
man who says I am a dictator.” 

Of the state scandals, Rayburn said: 

Shivers is going around talking about a 
two-thirds rule at the national conven- 
tion. He had a two-thirds rule in the land 
board and look what happened. Look 
what happened with the insurance board 
he appointed. They let companies go 
broke and stay broke for a year and did- 
n't even notify the policyholders what 
had happened. 

And, asked Rayburn of 
Worth audience: 

How many of you have ever made a 
phony investment of $25,000 in a land 
deal and then a few months later col- 
lected $450,000? 

Former Gov. Coke Stevenson took 
Shivers’s side, mostly with pointed 
references in a radio talk to Johnson's 
&7-vote victory over him by virtue of 
a late recount in Precinct 13 in Jim 
Wells County in 1948. 

Gerald Mann, former state attorney 
general, accused Shivers of waging a 
“despicable, vile, mean campaign” 
against Rayburn “to cover up the most 
disgraceful, dishonorable, and shame- 
ful two years in our state's history.” 


said 


his Fort 
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whether upon the “first occasion vou 


opened the box” it appeared to contain 
$25,000. Gannaway answered, “No,” 
to each query. 

Interrogatory fifteen recited a state- 
ment in the legal form of an affidavit 
which stated that a man gave (ranna- 
way a key to a bank box containing 
money for printing and capitulated 
subject matter in the earlier questions, 

Gannaway answered, “No,” toa 
question about whether the statement 
Was correct. 


THE NEXT SERIES of 
questions inquired whether four per- 
sons, attorneys William Yelderman, 
Houston Clinton, Notary Public EF. B. 
Fuller, and Mrs. Bettye J. Beyer, in 
addition to Johnson, had approached 
Gannaway at various times to sign a 
statement concerning Ramsey printing. 

Gannaway affirmed that several peo- 
ple had approached him on the matter 
but denied that he had told or signified 
to any of them that the statement they 
sought to have him sign was true. 

Interrogatory thirty: “If you have 
answéred that the statement quoted in 
interrogatory 15 is not correct, pont 
out in your answer to this interroga- 
tory what parts of such statement ar 
not correct.” 

Answer: “It would have to be prac- 
tically rewritten.” 

The final question was: “State now, 
in your own words, the transactions 
Gannaway Printing Company had in 
June and July 1954 in connection with 
printing of campaign literature for 
Ben Ramsey. Give all the details you 
desire.” 

The deposition records Gannaway’s 
answer in this manner: “It would take 
time to check the records on any print- 
ing that may have been done for Mr. 
Ramsey and just . that’s all.” 

A notation on the envelope shows 
that the description was opened at the 
request of attorney Everett Looney on 
April 30 at 4:30 p.m. 

Lt. Gov. Ramsey was not available 
for comment on the matter. 

A spokesman for Brown & Root, 
Ine., in Houston, branded the Johnson 
suit “utterly ridiculous.” He said, 
“Brown & Root knows the law as well 
as anyone else and didn’t contribute 
one penny to the Ramsey- campaign.” 








LIGHT! 


McCULLOCH 





SUPER 


Light weight, easy handling, and 
high-speed cutting make this 
McCulloch Super 33 a favorite of 
professional cutters. 


Weighs just 22 lb complete. 
Blades available up to 26 inches 
long, also high-speed plunge 
bows, 15-inch capacity. 

NOW AVAILABLE ON EASY TERMS! 
Pay for your saw with the money 
it earns. See ur for easy-pay plan. 
‘We guarantee 


service what we sell’ 


Central Texas 
Equipment Co. 


AUSTIN, TEXAS 
“Stop Woods Fires” 
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PARR HAS CHANCE ATDUVAL SHERIFF JOB 


San D1Eco 


George Parr is bidding again for 
the job he once used to put guns on 
the hips of his henchmen in Duval 
County. 

Although he is under indictment 
for theft, perjury, income tax eva- 
sion, and falsifying and destroying 
bank records, Parr is running for 
sheriff of the domain he once ruled 
like a baron of old. 

If he stays with it, he may win. 

The early summer sun is beating 
down on shoddy San Diego once again, 
and pro- and anti-Parr forces align 
and re-align, bake and split and bake 
again. The dynasty is broken but the 
last of the reign must still be reckoned 
with. 

He is abandoned by most of his old 
friends, but a few hold on. One of 
them is Nago Alaniz, the young law- 
yer who warned Parr foe Jake Floyd 
he was to be killed the night of Sep- 
tember 8, 1952, shortly before an as- 
sassin mistook Floyd’s son for his 
quarry and shot him through the heart. 
Alaniz is city attorney (at $1 a year) 
of San Diego’s city government, the 
last fragment of Parr’s once multi- 
county empire. 

Once before Parr did time for in- 
come tax evasion. Now he and a host 
of his associates are charged in count- 
ies all “over the state with theft, per- 
jury, falsifying records, and various 
other aspects of conspiracy to defraud 
Duval County of its funds. There are 
more than 260 active indictments in 
all. 

He has filed for sheriff, but he has 
until May 19 to withdraw. Some wise 
heads—like Donato Serna, the mete- 
oric county auditor who was forced 
on Duval County by the Texas Su- 
preme Court—think he will withdraw 
and back one of his men. Others think 
he might figure that this is his last 
stand—that he, and he alone, carries 
the weight with Duval voters to re- 
store his splintered machine to power. 

County Judge Dan Tobin—himself 
under 26 indictments growing out of 
his activities when he was a Parr man 
—may merge his political supporters 
with those of the Freedom Party of 
Duval to defeat Parr. In school elec- 
tions in San Diego and Benavides on 
April 7, Parr forces won bv an aver- 
age total vote of 2,107 to 2,014. Four 
days earlier in San Diego, he had 48 
percent of the vote against the Free- 
dom Party and Tobin’s group in city 
races, with his candidate for mavor, C. 
G. Palacios, winning by 716 votes over 
S. H. Sanchez, Tobin-backed, with 
687, and Manuel Sanchez, Freedom 
Party, 164. 

Tobin and the Freedom Party are 
uneasily united now for the July pri- 
maries. If they split up before the elec- 





Despite Many Indictments, the Once Sovereign Boss 


Is Given Fair Chance at Comeback in July Primaries 


A Specila Report 


tion, Parr is almost certain to return 
to his old job as sheriff. When he was 
sheriff last, he deputized 17 private 
citizens to carry guns—pistoleros they 
were called—and who carries the guns 
makes a difference in the way peuple 
feel in Duval. As Sam Burris, the 
anti-Parr district attorney says: “He 
could get him another army of pistol 
toters and through fear and _ actual 
physical violence try to get those peo- 
ple back in line.” 


How CAN a man under so 
many indictments hold out so long in 
his own bailiwick? Rep. Bob Mullen, 
Freedom Party candidate in the past, 
explains it this way: 

There are lots of hungry people 
over there, and a lot of them are 
scared to go against George. He 
puts economic pressure on anybody 
he can. 

Time was when Parr controfled the 
county purse strings, and anybody 
with a second cousin on the payroll 
had better vote for him, or else. With 
Tobin defected, Parr lost even this 
power. Mullen thinks he may win. 
Jake Lewis, city reporter for the Alice 
Echo, says: 

{ Oh yeah, sure he’s got a good 
chance. He would be a cinch if they 
don’t get together. If they get to- 
gether it'll be close. 

Neither Burris nor Larry Warbur- 
ton, his assistant, agree. 

“IT don’t think he’s going to win,” 
Burris says. “From the people I've 
talked to in Duval County, I think the 
majority are pretty sick of him and 
ready to turn him over.” “I think he’s 
gonna have a hard time,” Warburton 
added. 

Sticking with Parr are his old con- 
federates in Duval County affairs— 
most prominently, D. C. Chapa, ex-tax 
collector and collector in the Bena- 
vides school district; R. L. Adame, 
former county school superintendent ; 
Santiago Sanchez and H. P. Salinas, 
former Duval County school trustees ; 
and 
Duval. Every one of them is living 
under multiple indictments. 
Adame and Chapa have already been 
convicted on one count each. 


Francisco Saenz, ex-treasurer of 


criminal 


As OF NOW 15 criminal 
charges are pending against Parr in 
state courts. They allege perjury in 
flve instances; misappropriating public 
funds, two; receiving misapplied pub- 
lic funds, two; making false entries 
in the books and records of San Diego 
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State Bank, two; and on one count 
each, conspiracy to steal 
Benavides school district; destroying 
bank records ; making a false affidavit ; 
and making an unauthorized bank loan 
to himself while an officer of the San 
Diego Bank, 

District Attorney Sam Burris al 
leges that Parr took half a million dol 
lars from Duval County road 
bridge funds in 1945 and used it to 
buy the 55,000 acre Dobie Ranch in 
Duval, La Salle and Webb counties 
The suit seeks recovery of the money 
and rent and royalties for ten years 


from the 


| 


and 


3urris is also suing Parr for recov- 
ery of $172,500 he alleges Parr took 
from Duval road and bridge funds in 
1947 and used to pay part of his 1946 
income taxes. 

The Duval County commissioners’ 
court filed another version of the Do 
bie Ranch suit. This one alleged the 
half million dollars was a loan at one 
percent interest. Burris says he and his 
associates could find no record of 
interest payments, but Parr alleyes a 
$38,000 payment was made. Recently 
the commissioners’ court accepied a 
deed to the ranch from Parr and 
sought to dismiss both suits. Burris is 
pressing his suit anyway. 

Parr—who served a prison term for 
income tax evasion once before 
now charged in federal court with 
evading $83,654 in income taxes for 
1949, 1950, and 1951. This is the cass 
which Parr wants tried in Laredo 
where the ruling political powers are 
friendly to him, and which the govern 
ment wants tried elsewhere. 

In 1954 federal tax liens totaling 
$1,181,568 were filed against Parr and 
his former wife in 
these 


any 


civil actions. In 


suits, the government charges 


not report the money he 

yunty ($500,000 in 1945 

0) in 1947). Naturally, if it 

that the money was 

it would not be consid- 

point which Burris 

uggested motivated the 
ty commissioners court. 


THE PRESSURE. against 
pute aS a power and a jefe 
the rapidity with 
leaders have fallen away 


a 


2 . iT] 


Laughlin, his district 
thrown out of his job by 
Supreme Court, but Parr 

( m. Before the general elec- 
‘d to get Laughlin t& han- 
ctments in ways friendly 

Laughlin balked —espe- 

Parr asked him to give 
if he would tell the 
before the Duval grand 


Alice lawyer, was Parr’s 

val County in 1948, when 
13’s late recount gave Iyn- 
m his senate seat by &7 
Lloyd broke with Parr 


time young Jake Floyd was 


~- 


| government is trying to 
Burris 
reed to selling off his cattle 
h to pay his legal fees. 
time when people re- 
as a benevolent despot, 
ve handouts to the poor. 
Sam Burris: 
ee those slums most of 
in over there? Drive 
n Diego and you can tell 
en, they live in the good 


funds. Savs he 


lonato Serna: 
ng the poor with some- 
money ? I could do it. 
have angry and articu- 
he enters what may be his 
the law eloses in. 
RONNIE DUGGER 


ore 


SANFORD CASE CLOSED 


AUSTIN 


Texans may spend any amount 
money they wish toward the election 
or defeat of a political candidate, 
without fear of criminal prosecution 

This was the ruling of the Crimin 


1 


Appeals Court last week, as it null 


fied two indictments against Vernon 
T. Sanford, Texas Press Association 
general manager. 

HIowever, those rushing out t 


spend excessive amounts in support o1 
opposition to a political candidate 
have one thing to worry about. The) 
may still face civil damages for twice 
the amount they put into an election 
unreported, where their expenditur 
exceeds $25. 

The celebrated Sanford indictments 
were tossed out in an opinion by Judge 
Lloyd W. Davidson, on grounds ther 
was conflict between the penal law ot 
1919 and the Election Code of 1952. 
The earlier law prohibits expenditures 
of more than $10 while the latter one 
prohibits unreported expenditures in 
excess of $25. The judge explained: 

One statute makes lawful what the 
other mafes unlawful. It is apparent, 


therefore, that the two statutes are in ir- 
reconcilable conflict, both as to offense 
denounced and penalties applied ... Both 


are invalid. 

Complaining witness in the prosecu 
tion of Sanford had been C. T. John 
son, who charged that the TPA man 
ager had _ placed 
Texas weekly newspapers in behalf oi 
Lt. Gov. Ben Ramsey that were in vio 
lation of the State Election Code in 
that the amount involved exceeded $25 
and was unreported. 

Johnson, in an open letter to news 
paper editors of Texas, explained that 
he was not interested in prosecuting 
Sanford as manager of the TPA, but 
that he was attempting to refresh San- 
ford’s memory. The TPA manager 
said he could not recall who paid for 
the Ramsey advertisements and that 


advertisements in 


all records pertaining to the matter 


estroyed when he cleaned 
close of the year, 
on, when word of the 
hed him: 
would throw open the 


endous slush funds by spe- 
be used in financing their 
lates. The people of Texas 
heavily by this decision, 
good law and meant much 


Corpus Oilman 
Defends Lobby a 


an who switched from 
to Lyndon Johnson in 
net fight told a Senite 
stigating lobbying in 
week that the general 
of which he was chair- 
egally and properly. 
he committee took in 
249 contributors, the 
$3,855 each) being 
indard Oil of California, 
and Refining Co., and 
oleum Co. He conceded 
s work represented only 
of the oil and gas indus- 
get the natural gas bill 


Maston Nixon of Cor- 
ld the investigators the 
did no lobbying, made 
ntributions, reported all 


( and operated on “the 
and moral plane.” 
rmer Shivers man, was 


1.8 3 - member 
ttee and made public a 
George Sandlin, head of 

cratic Executive Com- 
sing the opinion that 

s in a better position than 
yvresent Texas in the fue 


] nson’'s 
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A TEXAS SNAKE TALE 


Victoria Youth Caught Plenty of Copperheads; 
Business Was Good Until One Caught Him 


the copperhead shipment filled, I’m go- 
ing to rattlers.” 

Rattlers 
copperheads, apparently because there 


VICTORIA 


‘There is something about a cop- 
perhead that is even more frighten- 
ing than a rattler. Probably it's the 
silence, particularly when 40 or 50 
of them are huddled close together 
many with their tongues flicking 
the air nervously. 

“Well, there they are,” said my sil 
ver-haired Mrs. D. O. Me- 
Clendon. “I don't even Itke to look at 


hostess, 


them.” she shuddered, but she stilk 
stared with fascination into the new 
four-toot-square pen where the cop 


heads were imprisoned. “The one that 


bit Jimmy got away.” 

Mrs. McClendon was referring to 
her -2l-vear-old son, who recently en 
te ed busine<s asa professional snake 
hunte? in Victoria. We were looking 


catch he made the week be 


ire ome caught him on the second 
finger of his left hand. 

In a cage nearby was a baby arma- 
‘ 7 ? , ‘ 
dillo; outside the garage was a bird 





cage tull of lovebirds; another cage 


contamed a non-poisonous snake; sur- 
ng the whole serenely was a large 


: 
brown boxer dog. 


“Jimmy's always been crazv about 
all kinds of animals,” Mrs. MeClen 
don explained, waving a hand to illus- 
trate her point. “My friends have been 
calling up wanting to know, “Why in 
the werld do you let him do such a 


i 
hime 
Alitikt 


Mrs. McClendon smiled. “They do 
not know that bov. He hasn't changed 
a bit. Hle’s up there in the hospital 


tala « 
rigot now 


worrying about getting this 
shipment of snakes off to a Florida 


J IMMY was. doing 
that--worrying about the snakes. 
The husky youngster, his left hand 
amd arm swathed in cold packs, lay in 
his bed. A few days’ growth of goatee 
added to his devil-may-care appear- 
ance. A magazine opened at an article 
on snake hunting and raising was on 


just 


his bedside table 

His hunting accident happened, he 
explained, when he slipped in some 
loose dirt on a river bank. “He was a 
pretty good size copper, about 26 to 30 
inches. I had his neck in my left hand 
and his tail in my right when I slipped. 

“I tried to sling him away, but he 
got me with one fang on the finger. I 
almost shook lox oe, but he got hold of 
me again with both fangs held 
like a snapping turtle . until I man- 
aged to toss him halfway across the 
river.” 

Jimmy explained that he “bled the 
bite” in a matter of seconds, applied a 
tourniquet and was in the hospital in a 
matter of minutes. His hunting ground 
is only a and 
down the Guadalupe River from Vic- 
toria’s city park 

“It was a tough break,” Jimmy said. 
“We'd only been hunting 25 minutes 
and it was a good day ... Copperheads 


~ 


short distance across 


were everywhere in the trees. Have 
you ever seen them? They're sure 
pretty right after they shed their 


skins.” 

The Victoria vouth was incredu- 
lous at the suggestion that maybe he 
should consider going into some other 
business. “Why, we haven't made a 
dent in them vet. I'm building pens out 
at the edge of town and after we get 


are more lucrative than 
is more demand for rattler venom. 
They bring $1.50 a pound, while the 
copperheads are worth $1.50 each. 
Since the rattlers get so big in Texas, 
and are much more plentiful, Jimmy 
expects to make more money when he 
handles them. He hopes to sell nine or 
ten thousand pounds of rattlers an- 
nually. 

He'll hunt on Matagorda Isle, at a 
large ranch near Tivoli, and at several 
other infested areas if he can get per- 
mission. “Most people are glad to give 
permission to come in and hunt 
snakes,”’ he explained. He wants to 
learn about other prospective hunting 
grounds. 

Jimmy indicated he was getting anx- 
jous to get out of the hospital and re- 
sume his copperhead hunts. “We got 
22 in one morning, about four hours 
hunting,” he recalled. 

Back at Jimmy’s home, his mother 
added that his copperhead hunting 
success was particularly surprising be- 
cause “all of those caught have been 
broadbanded, when his snake books 
said there wasn’t any of that kind in 
Victoria County.” 

Although she still seemed a little 
reticent about Jimmy’s snake hunting 
business, Mrs. McClendon indicated 
she was becoming accustomed to the 
idea. “When he hunts rattlers on Mat- 
agorda Isle. it looks like I'll be the 
one who'll have to go down and haul 
them back in the car,” she said. 

Bos Bray 


A Miniature SALT History 


venom tarm. The man from Laredo is 
scheduled to take them when he hauls 
in a load.” 

\t the Observer's request, 


v Crews of San Antonio has 
tten a report on the San An- 
itle Theater. It mav sug 

gest procedures to other commun- 


ties that want to set up a local 


‘ t 


theaier Ed ) 
San ANTONIO 
lhe San Antonio Little Theatre 


looks back with pride, and a bit of 
nostalgia tor past-and-gone thrills and 


pleasures 


| upon the achievement and 


e 
progress of 


over a quarter-century 


In its history of thirty years, SALT, 
the familar abbreviation for the or- 
has had seven full-time 
ind perhaps six temporary 
ones, or “pinch-hitters.” First 


fi rk Ww ed by 


there 
Coates 
Cswenne Frank Joe Clay 
William Courneén, Jean 
ith, and Joe Salek, who arrived 
ind will definitely ‘be kept as 


> will stav 


Calit 3 


Beckwith 


| wy YY irs 135 plays have Leen 
pp 1 with settings designed and 
¢ ! for each, some of them out- 
sta g from a professior il view- 
pe Orig v productions were 
sche d t vht playing, gra¢ 
ual sing to tw thre ir 
and ‘ t 30th season to five 
Mire s ing al musi¢ il It Ma 
| } thle hold-overs 
the , ent h yy hey Nfs 
Rolx 1 “Sabrina Fair.” Fo 
yea i lays were produce | 
ea seas hut in 1950 the schedule 
i> i T i phd ] for civ 
Mex RSHIP IN SALT 
has grown steadily, but has really 
bicne nt rea inl the past SIX years sin e 
Salek’s superlative direction has pro- 
vided entertainment that is as nearh 


professional as one will find this side 
of Proadway. Among those member- 
conspicuous examples of 
for the sake of theatre it- 
self, there are 15 angels at $100, 22 
sustaining members at $50, and 240 
patroms at $25, all of whom contribute 


from $9.00 to $84.00, at least, beyond 


ships as 


patre mave 


San Antonio Little Theatre; 
Achievement, Progress 


the 


twelve tickets, 


Double- Membership 
two for each 
show. It is also worthy of note, show- 
ing commitnity reaction, that of this 
membership, about two-thirds are 
solely interested in being audience. 


the price of 


book of 


As a forerunner to the organization 
of the present Little Theatre in 1925, 
Mrs. J. H. Bindley and a small group 
worked for several vears to establish 
the movement in San Antonio. This 
group, with no available funds for 
charters and organization, met and re- 
hearsed and produced in barns, car- 
riage-houses, home parlors or bor- 
rowed buildings, always progressing a 
little further each vear. They even 
procured the money to join a one-act 
play tournament in Dallas by produc 
ing “The Goose Hangs High” in a 
rented hall, and then walked off with 
Second Place for their play, “The Last 
of the and an award for 
Mrs Best Actress of the 
tournament 


Low Tries, , 


Bindley as 


INS 1925. WITH Mrs. John 


Mf. Bennett at the helm,.a Charter was 
obtained, and the San Antomio Little 
Theatre was organized. Carl Glick 
was emploved as professional director, 
und the ff play, “" yptain Apple- 
to rehearsal. There was 

O pel nent home for necessary 

ties, but with the usual ingen- 

7 tl group set to work to find 

, pl t \n old building in the 
cou I oO ve Mar Colleve Was 
novated and dubbed the Green Gate 


and it housed the first play. 


owever, the inspired 


group planne« and together with 
othe al tic enthusiasts, prey tiled 
upon the City to build a theatre, 

In 1930, and not until then, this 
building stood an achievement: the 


San Pedro Playhouse on a beautiful 
and prominent knoll in San Pedro 
Park. On January 22, 1930, with 
Mayor Chambers as Master of Cere- 


monies, and a houseiul of wmportant 


guests from town and out-of-town, 
backed by encouragement in the form 
of telegrams and messages from fam- 
ous personages, coast to coast, the San 
Antonio Little Theatre opened the 
San Pedro Playhouse with Ferenc 
Molnar’s “The Swan.” In the dedica- 
tion of the Playhouse, the mayor said 
it was built “for the pleasures of all 
people, and in the interest of all arts.” 


For ten vears following, the San 
Pedro Playhouse was_ rent-free 
SALT, lights and heat being the only 
charge, and all activities allied with 
production were in the hands of Little 
Theatre members. Times have 
changed! Now rent is paid for rehear- 
sals and performances, equal to that 
paid by other individuals and organi- 
zations, and union stagehands are a 
must. Therefore SALT's predominant 
dream is a home of its own. There ts a 
Theatre Building Committee on the 
Board of Directors, and a Building 
Fund which in four years has grown 
to $12,000 


to 


Theater 


, 


(Next: How the Little 
Workshop was organized. ) 
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Grandstand View 
Of a Bull Fight 


They Threw This 








Fellow in the Ring 
KENEDY 
The scene was in Monterrey, 


Mexico. It was New Year’s day. A 
friend and I had been visting the in- 
teresting landmarks around old 
Monterrey. We visited the saddle 
shop, the leathergoods shop, San- 
born’s restaurant, La Louisiane, and 
the fish market. 

Finally we decided upon going to 
the bulltights. There were some mat- 
inee idol bull fighters on the program, 
The crowd was to pick the best one. 

There are two prices for the aficion- 
ados, the cheaper seats on the sunny 
side, the more expensive on the shady 
side. We thought the tequila would 
bother us least on the shady side. 
While waiting for the fight to start, 
we noticed unusual activity across the 
ring in the sunshine. They weren't 
waiting for the matador to begin the 
entertainment. 

A tew roustabouts at the top of the 
stands were shaking up their cervesa 
bottles until they worked up a good 
fizz and then running back and forth 





Dan Strawn 





spewing beer over the unfortunates 
below. Others had red powder, a type 
of paint, in little bags. These funsters 
would throw the powder about over a 
large area below them, giving the vic- 
tims a crimson hue and a peppery dis- 
position, All this was accompanied by 
much guffawing and several screams. 
There was one fellow below in a neon 
red satin shirt who seemed fo require 
special attention —the boys upstairs 
saved their grapefruit for him. 

A considerable number of the fun- 
lovers had evidently broken into a 
dynamite store, considering the noise 
they made. They tossed their giant 
firecrackers into the masses below; 
pause; gigantic explosions; screams; 
clouds of black powder smoke. This 
lasted about half an hour. 

The police were evidently enjoving 
these little jokes, for they made no 
attempt to interfere. Eventually, how- 
ever, the pranksters went too far. One 
of them threw a beer bottle and 
conked an aficionado on the cabeza. 
The federa/es swooped down on the 
audience, picked up the closest suspect 
and hustled him off to the calaboose. 

Just before the fight started we had 
the halftime ceremony. Dozens of lus- 
cious Latin-American senoritas pa- 
raded around the bull ring in convert- 
ibles. They were dressed in gorgeous 
Spanish costumes. Then they climbed 
up into the stands and ensconced them- 
selves to watch the proceedings. 

A Mexican cola sign in the middle 
of the bull ring, made of red sand, was 
swept up and put in a bucket before 
thev let the bulls out. After the fights 
started the shenanigans ceased, except 
for one fellow they kept throwing into 
the bull ring. He would climb back out 
and they'd throw him back in again. 
They finally got too tired, or too drunk 
and left him alone 

lo the fights: as I said, it was New 
Year's day, and they picked one of the 
bullfighters as the best one. I recall 
that several bulls were killed. It was a 
memorable afternoon. 








C. T. JOHNSON 


Your Democratic 
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for 


Le? LT. GOVERNOR 
He 60 


“HONESTY IS STILL THE BEST POLICY” 


* Reduce high taxes 
* State utility commission 
* $75 monthly pension at 65 


HDORS.: 1901 RALEIGH AVE. AUSTIN 
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were notified last week by United 
of a 28 percent rate im 


The Week in Texas exenerey pore 


@ Thirty cases of polio already have 

been recorded in Nueces County 
this year. Twenty-two of the*stricken 
reside in Corpus Christi and there 
have been six cases at Mathis. 


@ Standard Oil Company of Texas 

has announced plans for con- 
struction this summer of a $25 million 
addition to its 1 Paso refinery, which 
will boost the plant’s capacity from 


36,000 to 61,000 barrels a day. 


@ Kaufman County Sheriff James 

Becker and two of his deputies 
have filed a motion for dismissal of a 
$182,436 suit charging them with 
false arrest and wilful mistreatment 
of Jerrell King, 22, Fort Worth air- 
craft plant worker. The officers denied 
misconduct, and said the suit lacked 
federal jurisdiction when it grew out 
of an automobile wreck near Kemp. 


@ The Dallas Slum Clearance Com- 

mittee says it will ask the city 
council to pave streets in the Little 
Mexico rehabilitation area so that 
home owners will become eligible to 
secure FHA repair and improvement 
loans. 


@ Veterans Administration officials 

asked the Senate Appropriations 
Committee to disapprove a $3,500,000 
fund to renovate the VA Hospital at 
McKinney, because they plan to close 
the facility and move as soon as a new 
hospital can be built in Dallas. 


@ The University (Main) of Texas 

budget for the fiscal year begin- 
ning Sept. 1, has been set at $12,812,- 
744, an increase of $515,744, accord- 
ing to Lanier Cox, assistant to the 
president. Salaries for 14 additional 
top teaching positions, and more 
money for maintenance and equipment 
are set up-in the increase. 


@ A 20-year-old expectant mother, 

Mrs. J. W. Carter of Fort Worth, 
was seriously wounded last week by 
what police said was a drunken, wild- 
firing gunman. More than a dozen 
shots were fired in the Carter neigh- 
borhood at about 1 a.m., with several 
of the bullets narrowly missing other 
residents. 


@ The United States Fidelity and 

(;suaranty Co., has agreed to make 
a $10,000 settlement with the Hous- 
ton Housing Authority on the $25,000 
bond covering former FHA manager 
I. W. Blum, who was convicted of de- 
frauding the government with misuse 
of tunds, 


@ Former Notre Dame law school 

dean Clarence FE. Manion, speak- 
ing in Houston’s Music Hall, said last 
week that Southern leadership pro- 
vides the last hope for states’ rights 
and constitutional government. 


@ Rep. Harold Parish has proposed 

ina speech at Taft adoption of a 
state constitutional amendment reallo- 
cating the 35 cent state advalorem tax 
to state school building and water con 
servation programs. 


@ Aransas old 
Moslem temple type courthouse 
main landmark at Rockport—has been 
demolished to make way for a 
modern county building to be = con- 
structed at a cost of $390,000. The old 
courthouse, built in 1890, cost $19,494. 


@ ‘wv. Shivers gave Agriculture 

Commissioner John White a $25,- 
000 deficiency appropriation to assist 
an airplane spraying program on six 
million Panhandle acres where grass- 
hoppers are a threat. 


@ A. B. Shoemake of U.S. Trust & 

(suaranty was said ready to leave 
the vets’ hospital at McKinney, but 
Mrs. Shoemake said she couldn't take 
of him, so he stayed there. In a news 
interview, Shoemake appeared to 
think this is 1946 and that he is still 
living in San Saba. 


County's 66- vear - 


new 


@ William Miles, a white-bearded, 

49-year-old nature lover, asked 
the U. S. Attorney in Fl Paso about 
his legal chances of establishing a long 
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dreamed-of free love colony. Told his 
chances were slim, Miles explained: 
“It would not be a lewd colony. We 
would live by the highest moral princi- 
ples.” 


@ Heart massage restored the heart- 

beat and breathing of I*rank B. 
Summers Jr., 13-year-old Houston 
junior high school student, injured 
when he fell and struck his head on a 


music stand. 
o 


@ Police roadblocks checking driv- 

ers coming back into EF] 
from Juarez to determine whether the 
motorists are intoxicated have caused 
a 35 percent cut in Mexican border 
nightclub business, the owners com- 
plamed last week. Some club owners 
have cancelled their memberships in 
the kk] Paso Chamber of Commerce. 


Paso 


@ jack B. Porter, National Republi- 

can Committeeman of Texas, in a 
San Antonio meeting, promised 
drouth-plagued farmers and ranchers 
“feed and financial relief as quickly as 
possible.” 


@ Housemothers at a University of 

Texas sorority house, which was 
raided by some 40 male students who 
got 13 pairs of nylon panties and other 
items, have demanded prosecution of 
the raiders. Only four of the boys 
were apprehended after the raid, 
which was the biggest at U.T. since 
1952. 


@ President lisenhower will speak 
on international affairs at Baylor 
University’s 111th commencement 


TEXAS POLITICS 





AUSTIN 
Does Pappy O’Daniel still have the 


program. He will be awarded an hon- 


ite J.and Commissioner [-arl 
orary doctor of laws degree. ° est 4 


said in Corpus Christi 
@ Sophie Tucker, original “Red Hot e persons who sold land un- 


Mama,” got the Maceo svnd veterans land program have 
cate’s new Balinese Room open s still possible that the state 
standing room only crowds. The ose money over fraudulent 
famed nitery amd gambling h 
burned down more than a_ yeai 


€ I é COMMISSIONS of eight 

rn states, meeting m .1us- 
eX Pressing 
lil- 


just as Sophie was preparing to start 


an engagement. ‘ 
a_ resolution 


@ The City of Houston anticipat n the Texas insurance 
paying a light bill of $805,000 resolution, in part: “The 
during the current year for the opera board have by 


ance 


tion of 10,500 street lights. This do ve action stabilized the in- 
not include operation of 7543 installed ustry as a whole thie 
free and maintained in Houston by t ing majority (of Texas s 
Houston Lighting & Power Compar " panies) are financially sound 


mpetent management.” 

@ Negroes swam ldst week in Cor 
pus Christi’s Butt Pool when it @& am of Labor Department 
was opened for the season under new icials is making a survey 
integration policies. No incidents were the prevailing wage that 
reported. Half a dozen Negroes wer e been paid bracero cotton 
among the pool’s 239 customers. Dawson County last fall. 
; a ners paid $1.55 a hundred 
@ Houston Vice Squad officers 


: Pe Mae . n the average, which they 
rested the “proprietor” and eight plied with ; the Mexican 
e e ° ° a4 npi : I c ¢ 
’ = _ ~}] 
customers of a juvenile — hall -ement. Labor department 
and confiscated a roulette wheel, cards, ils figured the braceros should 


poker chips, and dice. The boys ranged 
from 12 to 16 years of age. 


Mayor 


ved $1.75 per hundred and 
s to collect $200,000 from 
Rov s in a dozen counties to send to 


(yeorge 
pickers at their homes 


@ Galveston 

Clough has asked Police Chief 
Willie Burns to prevent Negro and 
white persons from dancing together 
at dances held in the City Auditorium 


“It can only lead to trouble,” he said 


@ More than 900 


and commercial users of 


e f two white men accused of 
der of 16 year old Negro 
last October (Observer, 

was postponed until about 
a defense pleading that a 
ness was il. 


industri 
natural 


large 








urborough and U.S. Sen. Mike 
: f (| Mi a il be th 
O’DANIEL MOUNTS FIRE WAGON as 
O’Daniel will have his hillbilly bovs 
with him. ARTHRITIS? 
‘ wonderfully blessed in being re- 


“it” that mowed down rows of oppon- 
ents in 1938 and 1940? Voters will get 
an idea Saturday when he mounts his 
“big, bright, fire-engine-red truck to 
put out the raging fire in our state 
government which the professional 
politicians kindled and fanned with 
graft and corruption for the benefit of 
themselves and certain big special in- 
terests who control them.” 





LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 





tO Al Beckman, Defendant, in the hereinafter 
styled and ntimbered cause 
You (and each of you) are hereby cormmanded 


to appear before the 126th Judicial District Court 
of Travis County, Texas, to be held at the court- 
house of said county in the City of Austin, Travis 
County, Texas, at or before 10 A.M. of 
the first Monday after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance hereof; that is to say, 
before, 10 o’clock A.M. of Monday the 4th 
of June 1956, and answer the petition of 
plaintiff in Cause Number 1(3,982, in which Zel- 
phie Beckman is Plaintiff and Al Beckman is 
defendant, filed in said Court on the 17th day of 
April, 1956, and the nature of which said suit is 
as follows: 

Being an action and praye for idgment in 
favor of plaintiff and against Defendant for de- 
éree of divorce dissolving the bonds of matrimony 
heretofore and now existing between said parties 
Piaintiff alleges ment on the part of 
defendant toward plaintiff of such a is 
their further living together as husband 
and wife altogether insupportable. Plaintiff fur- 
ther alleges that no children were born of said 
inion and no community property was 
lated; Plaintiff further prays for the restoration 
of her maiden name of Zelphie Allred and for 
c of suit and relief, general and special; 
All of which more fully appears from plaintiff's 
petition on file in this office, and to 
which reference is here mad 

if this citation is not served 
after date of its issuance, it shall be ret 
unserved. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk of the 
District Courts of Travis County, Texas. 
hand and the seal of 
City of Austin, this 


o'clock 


at or 


day 


cruel treut 


nature 





render 
accumu- 


osts 


original 
e 
within 90 days 


rned 


Issued and given under my 
said Court at office in the 
the 17th day of April, 1956. 
MARTIN, JR 


a F. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas 
By és) ELI GREER, Deputy 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO: Thomas Puckett, Caleb Garrett and wife, 
Trene Garrett, C. R. Puckett, Miranda Puckett 
Mc Rae, Lorenzo D. Puckett, S. W Hotchkiss, 
John Champion and wife, Mary FE. Champion, Cor- 
nelia F. Hotchkiss Brown Willenberg, Martha F. 
Hotchkiss Bostick Whitten, Nathaniel Moore and 
wife Useba (Encebia or Eucabia) Moore, Nancy 
Puckett, Hanna B, Puckett, Daniel W. Hotchkiss, 
Mable Willenberg Dietrick, William Henry 
Hotchkiss, Milton S. Hotchkiss; Dewitt H. Hotch- 
kiss, John B. Walters and unknown heirs, John 


F. Weber and unknown heirs, Jesse I. Graham 


and unknown heirs, E. D. Townes and unknown 
heirs, T. J. Moore and unknown heirs, Nancy 
Puckeit and unknown heirs, Mary FEF. Champion, 


wife of John Champion and unknown heirs, A. F. 
Boyce and unknown heirs, J. Y. Cain and un- 
known heirs, Sugar M. Cain and unknown 
heirs, M. R. Jones and unknown heirs, Mrs. 
Jones and unknown heirs, * Jones and un- 
known heirs, Seborn Higging and unknown heirs, 
Berry Fowler and unknown heirs, W. F. Smith 
and unknown heirs, Mack Collins and unknown 
heim. Ada Collins and unknown heirs, Tommie 


ee 


after being crippled in nearly 


Meanwhile, the loyalist field was left ; eatin Site 


‘ ). Tar - P 2 oricil my body and with muscular sure- 
to Ralph Yarborough when Ag we ae Geek’ © tas Eee ee 
ture Commissioner John White a: other forms of Rheumatism, hands de- 


ankles were set. 


nounced—on the wave of farmer op ep ecg HE 

misim attendant to the recent rains ae ee ae oe = 
o e tow wondertu reite 

that he will seek re-election. 


S. WIER 


eceived 


LEELA 


Dean Johnston, state president of Arbor Hills Drive—CS-40 
the Young Democratic Clubs of Texas P.O. Box 2695 
which convene in Austin this weckend kson 7, Mississippi 


Green, Vincente Castillo, the heirs and legal r« Life In-urance Company and 
resentatives of each of said named Defer r f Life Ir rance Company as- 
who are deceased, the heirs and legal repre tue of their respective 
tives of each of the heirs of the named Defs ° he Receiver dated Maret 0, 
ants, if the heirs of each of said named Defer f 95 

ants are deceased, the heirs and legal representa having a claim against Hume Life 
tives of each of the heirs of the heirs of the f ar Company are notified to 


and all per 
whatsoever to the land + 


aamed Defendants are deceased 
claiming any title 
after described. 
You and each of 
before the “Sth 


th legal proof thereof to me 
r Pexu within one hun- 

from Marveh 14, 1956 

f 1! furnished or e 


you are hereby commanded t¢t k aim will be 


Judicial District Court 


appear 
Travis County, Texas, at the courthouse there WHEELER, Liquidator for 
at or before 10:00 a.m., on the first Monday after f Insurance Commisaior 
the expiration of forty-two (42) days fror 






date of issuance hereof, the same being the 
day of June, 1956, in a suit numbered 195,% 
the docket of suid court, and styled Di I 
wood vs. Caleb Garrett, et al, wherein I y 1 IT MAY CONCERN: 
Lockwood is Plaintiff and the persons nan given that Norman kK M 
above are Defendants, filed in said on tt Chiodo and Walter A. Mont 
19th day of April, 1956, and the nature of joing business as Power Tools 
suit being Trespass to Try Title to 74 acres +, Inaumornte euch fi 
land Jocated in Travis County, Texas, in the J. | ind the name Power Tools & 
Walters Survey, and described as follow 
BEGINNING at the N.E. corner of a t R TOOLS COMPANY 
described as SECOND TRACT in a deed R Antonio, Texas 
< 857, page 196 of the Travis ¢ De ORMAN E. MONTGOMERY 
rom Sanchez to Lo oon rl CHESTER H. CHIODO 
East line thereof in a sout y WALTER A. MONTGOMERY 
tion 729.5 varas: THENCE east along an 
sion of the South line of the above tr 
varas: THENCE northerly parallel to the N ¥Y CONCERN 
line hereof 732 varas, THENCE Westerly = thet red. Stil i 
varas to the Beyinning. . doing business as Mi 
which suit is brought by Plaintiff arainst the ata tet inameaceete | 2 
fendants wherein the Plaintiff is allese f the f alka 
and be entitled to the possession of said proy t ae aun ticle ths ‘th 
although the Defendants claim and : f 
interest therein and have questioned th title CURTAIN COMPANY 
Plaintiff and have dispossessed him and dam: mio, Texas 
him, and Plaintiff seeks an adjudicatior ft FRED MILLER 
and possession as well as damage GERD MILLER 
If this citation is not served within nit 
days after the date of its issuance, it sha 
turned unserved D od Rawi h Busin« - 
WITNESS O .T. MARTIN, JR. ¢ } f Tra or North Bastrop 
98th District Court of Travas County, Te to conduct Home Service 
Given under my hand and seal of 1 court sesh ae £. D. Stevenson 
Austin, Travis County, Texas, this 24th day ‘ n, 7 or write immedie 
April, 1956 Dept. TxK-1771-4 Memphis 
0. T. MARTIN, JR ; , 
Clerk of the %sth District 
of Travis County, Tex: 
By: O. T. MARTIN O CREDITORS OF ESTATE OF 
Issued this 24th day of April, 1956. RDE FLACHMEIER, DECEASED 
O. T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk of the St given that original letters tese 
District Court of Travis County, T 3 e estate. of Hildeward Flache 
By: O..T. MARTI? ere granted to Raymond H 
NOTICE W \ Klachmeier on the 
OTICE 4.D. 1956, by the County Court 
TO THE CREDITORS Texan All persor having 
OF i tate ure hereby reauired to 
HOME LIFE & ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO é her to the said Raymond H 
DALLAS, @EXAS V A. Flachmeier within t.e 
Home Life and Accident Insurance Co wT y law. The residence and post 
Dallas, Texas, was placed in receivership by « ? Raymond H. Flachmeier is 2000 
of the 98th District Court of Travis Count City of Austin, Travis County, 
Texas, and its affairs turned over to the Liqui lence and post office address 
Board of Insurance Commissi achmeier is 3206 Churchill, City 


dator for the 


on March 14, 1956. ‘ nty, Texas 





The Court has ordered that all policies RAYMOND H. FLACHMEIER 
tracts, and agreements under which Home Life & eper nt executor of the estate 
Accident Insurance Company was in any «© of HWilderard Flachmeier, deceased 
bound as an insurer are cancelled as of 11 WILLIAM A. FLACHMEIER 
A. M. March 14, 1956, save and except, ho-vever, is dent executor of the estate 
those policies and contracts of insurance on which of Hildegard Flachmeier, deceased 





HARRIS CONVENTION LIBERALS HIT HARD 


Mrs. Randolph Backed for Committeewoman, Ramsey Scored; 


Waying the American flag and 


beating down states) rights and 
’ 1 a ‘ 

terposition resolutions, the libera 
Harris County Democrats took over 
the munty Democratic convention 
| e this week 

] 2 reoirst } hice metr 

1 tie gistered this huge mett 

' ] hio-cit 
1» irea |} the Div CIty Le > 
( tic league and they lean % keep 
i ere 

Phe convention endorsed Mrs. R. D 
> , : 
Randolph, secretary and leader of the 


County Democrats, for na 


tronal Democratic committeewoman 
from Texas. Mrs. H. H. Weinert of 
Seguin, the present comm tteewoman 


and voted for 
1952 


has supported Shivers 
Adlai Stevenson in 


~ , 2 rat r; 
coring Denix rAlic naftiona com- 


mitteeman Ben Ramsev for “fatling to 


speak out” for the nominees in 1952 
accusing him of being “part and parcel 
ot the Shivers organization,” the con 
ven my demar ck d he be replace 1 with 


a “tull-time Democrat.” 

Bv these resolutions and the dec 
sion not to commit to Johnson at the 
county level the Harris Couniv Demo- 


serve { notice on the state co 


vention that they will use their 270 





1 
‘ < t} la vest block in the stat 
Oo! ehalt of hberal [™ es in Dallas 
and Ch vr 
] ‘ 
\Ithough it was httle noted in tl 
dd. press, which lumped Houston 
“ wher pro-lohnson forces, leaders 
( s Coun Demox ats) de 
4 wo t ] list pre } 5 
¥ lopting p ] res 
t 1 at? tonat the te cilk-stock a 
’ thev ask enn { 
s irtv WwW n pro S es 
. t or Shiv S 
> w 1 thie . é \ ¢ 
T , , 
' > Cs mys - tT \ 
nsery \ tl 
‘ ima wv rhe | eayv 1 wa at 
} 
= t il areas 
1 ° 
} Smit chairman ot ft? 
r 
Wemocratic group in Houstor 
' ° 
“ 1 Chair in of the conven 
t i i xpr 1 thre view that is 
‘ vat mo bound” to suy 
T 1 + 
it m. but s clea that the 
a i . 
Y my wil nsist on safeguards 
« ' worl t Da = oy it 
' 
4 me o ? | 1eTrTs s they 
‘ } 
» vé ony i Tm? 
( \ 
S MI oO thie new isp 
( ne v pacrlit S 1 lexas could be 
. i@ con ntion Stag ] esaay 
mH ‘s 


| a - oof 
Members of a credentials sub-com 


n three loyalists and three con 
S il es Sat in fol lir 4 ch irs a 
ranged im a circle, and = spectators 
sded arvund them. One contest 
ove Precinct 255, off South Mair 
ed a convention held in an open 
, n area at a U Tote km store 
| ovalist spokesman said he woul 
ive? give the whole bacl fround 
l hiree linutes,” snapped a curt 
ming y rvative iim B \ 
lt appeared that a Mr. O n had 
‘ ! [' Im a con rtifoie md ¢ Y 
i } ! tiling for n 1 ns i¢ 
mirman. Wh voting star la 
one 2 man t d on In't 
} eistered voters fri L.-T. Im 
Vo n to ge 1 Can < hee [ its 
1 me Oo the cy a 
{ Croft ul ( f 
,? ‘ ‘R u ( tk 
} he replied 
i 
| ~ S s } 
, ' , | | 
t v vo 1 t i t 
1) toe ce ner t t 
\ re people y quant 
vole ? p | t \ 
S ; ’ ai iz 
H 1 ' ! ( é 
s I mitary pe r 
1 4 pass d a 
" 1) MUISIL) did: . 
tho The judges 1 to s 
| mm t’« yores bye € ) 
les when a vo 4 u ~© 
tl rowd in Ws l c t 
bobbing his head down with = ever 
isted emphasis 
| Let me tell you how the vote was 


| taken because J was presiding when 
thev voted! ... And that’s the count 


Delegates Avoid Stand on Johnson Candidacy 


when we hrough! 


it A por 


got f 


Che } 1dges split the vote anyway 
(over Bailey's [Oh Ahhoho! What's 
this Loyalist John Crossland ad- 


monished the protesting groups that 


they couldn't meet in a public lot and 
expect to have the results honored 

The convention opened an hour late, 
agreed with the recommendations on 
the contested delegations, and heard 
an agenda proposed by the lovalist 
spokesman, Dean Johnston, secretary 


ot the liberal-controlled county execu- 

committee, A 
} 

mitteeman, Jael Coolidge, proposed an 


tive conservative com- 


amendment to require the chairman to 
entertain a resolution on states’ rights 
interposition before the vote 


and 


which was obviously going to unseat 
the conservative chairman, Presley 
Werlein, It This triggered the heavy 
booing of pro-Shivers speakers which 
caused liberal leaders on the stage— 
especially Chris Dixie and J. Edwin 


Smith—to rush to the footlhghts and 
wave for silence again and again, 
their faces grim with the import of 


such overzealousness 


defend 


( oohds 











Batley tried to ves 
motion, irguing that states’ rights 1s 
the tun lamental doctrine of the Dem 
cra Party, but he was booed at ev- 
er period Ve need states’ rights, 
he said, to govern the es properly 

‘By the oil companies >’ shouted a 
heck! “Tederal control dictated 
t gh the states—vour schools we 
d vant. we dor want Bailey 
started \llan Shivers!” finished a 
bright delegate in the front of the au- 
dit n, convulsing the assembly. Af- 
t | sh | Batley went over to 
Bob Echardt,. the liberal kevnoter. and 

1 You guys could hold that 
crowd against God 

Dixie opposed amendment, sug- 
v ly that Shivers “ran all over the 
s n this issue two and more vears 


ago and got elected and betrayed the 


Democratic Party and said nothing 
more about interposition until it was 
time to betray it again.” But Smith 
advanced a more dramatic reply. 


“an American flag 


“The people in charge (of this con- 
vention) now’have not had the 
patriotism to have an American flag in 
this hall!” he exclaimed. 
everyone looked around the stage. No 
Hag. “I promise you when I become 
temporary chairman of the ocnvention 

lag will fly! In all this 
states’ rights talk | am an American!” 


even 


Surprised, 


Not only did this haymaker arouse 
a tumult, it also countered one symbol 
—state pride—with another symbol— 
national pride. After they recovered 
from their the Werlein 
spokesmen expressed indignation that 
Smith had reflected on Werlein’s pa- 
triotism because of an 
“such silliness as this,” 
servative Jim Wheat. 


surprise, 


oversight — 
scotfed con- 
There was a little concern among 
the loyalist floor leaders that some loy- 
alist precincts might waver on the race 
but the effectiveness of their 
liberal organization work and the gen- 
uineness of their liberalism was dem- 
onstrated when they did not lose a 
single vote on the roll call—which was 
also an event in its own right. 

The chairman of 
shouted out, “Not just no, but he 
no!’ “As Texans vote—ves!" said No 
“IT advise all Shivercrats to can 
cel their reservafions at Dallas,” said 
No. 219. “Yes!—I don’t want my girl 
to marry a Negro!” said No. 82 (that 
precinct was not allowed any conven- 
a contest, but he 
followed 
\ 


Negroes 


Issue, 


precinct 152 
lI 


tion votes because of 
A low moan 
\ number of 


voted anyway ) 
the last remark 
were among the delegates 

Swiittly then, with the liberal major- 
itv of 1836 to 1378 formally estab- 
lished, nomination were entered 
convention chairman for Werlein and 
Smith. When Wheat said Werlein was 
“a friend of labor,” roar 
from 


tor 


a wounded 
the 
Wheat tried again—another roar, and 
a front-row delegate shouted, “Does 
he have callouses on his hands lke I 
do?” 
But then it was over. 


chair. 


ot boos rose assembly 


Smith took the 


Wit HAVE fought the bet- 
ter fight. The voice of the people is 
heard today that prejudice cannot 
draw a knife through our land,” Smith 
said 

“We as Democrats hold that all po- 
sitions in the party should be manned 
On that issue we will 
give no quarter. Those who do not 
stand with us on that issue do not be- 


by Democrats 


long among us 

“You have stated that a 
cannot mislead you by shouting states’ 
rights when he has violated the rights 
of the state.” 

Among the delegates in spirit, he 
said, were Woodrow Wilson, Franklin 
Roosevelt (whose name blew up a tall 
wave oi applause), “the jovial, be- 
loved Harry—as a give-’em-hell fighter 
he had no equal” (more applause), 
and Alben Barkley. 

Smith said they would be guided by 
Barklev’s dying words: “We _ weuld 
rather be servants in the House of the 
Lord than to sit in the seats of the 
mighty 

With Jackson he repeated: 
are the victors; and to us belong the 
spoils.” The convention elected Johns- 
ton temporary secretary- and Jim 
Ward, a diligent precinct worker and 
a leader in the Houston steelworkers’ 
sergeant-at-arms. 
appointed, their 
members solidly loyalist. 

Mrs. Randolph was given a standing 
ovation. “You did it. I didn’t do it. 
You the workers did it,” she said. 

She said that the July primaries are 
still ahead. “We elect a_ loyal 
Democratic governor, and I don't 
know but one in the race and that is 
reat friend, Ralph Yarborough,” 
“The one we have to defeat 


governor 


union, 
Committees were 


temporary 


must 


our 2 


. : 
sne said 


is the bosom friend of Shivers, as he 
alwavs has been—Price Daniel.” 
Then Bud Mosier, on the liberals’ 


headq larters staff, told the crowd: 

“We made ‘em craw! on their bellies 
like snakes today but we're gonna 
have to do it again in July.” 

At the press table, a  pro-Shivers 
iellow who operated an adding ma- 
chine muttered: 

“They don't believe that, but believe 


me, it’s true.” RONNIE DUGGER 


Texas Loyalist Democrats Regain Control 


(Continued from Page 2) 


indicated, but unin- 
Bosque; resolutions indicate 
pro-Shivers sentiment, but uninstructed— 
Brazoria, Lavaca, Runnels; 


sentiment 


Johnson 


structed — 


Chambers 

In Walker County, Shivers won the pre- 
cinct conventions, but the county delega- 
“ased to Johnson: Austin, two 
one pro-Shivers 
won the pre- 
the county convention 
as favorite son, dele- 
gates uninstructed; Gray, Shivers won the 
Johnson the county convention; 


uninstructed 


tion was rei 
pro-Johnsen 


Libe: ty, 


delegates, 
delegate; Shivers 
conve 
ed Johnson 


einct ntions 


enaors 


precincts 
Goliad 


LONGVIEW 
An imdicati 


m that interposition may 


state convention 


pop up vain at the 
came trom (Cregg Cvounty. The con- 
vention named Shivers chairman of 
the delegation and heard Atty. Gen 
John Ben Shepperd—another delega- 
tion member recommend that pett- 
S me ¢ late ] 
= t a res nt of (rregg 
{ «oul and did not attend the conven 
} \ co € 1 official said 
} n informed Shivers would 
ac rt the hai nanship Shivers lost 
me county of Jefferson, 
Hidale 1e! S| land. the fan 
t I A Is lO ated, ind in 
( v he the (sovernor’s 
MI m is located. He carried Tyler 
has a hon ear Wood 
THE STATE SLATI 
AUSTIN 
HH he final list of statewide 
lidate- ror the July Demo ratic 
primaries as filed with the Secretary 
of State by the midnight deadline M&y 
For Governor: Price Daniel, J. Ev- 
7th, exclusive of courts of criminal ap- 


peals: 


Gor Governor: Price Daniel, J. Fv- 
etts Haley, J. J. Holmes, W. Lee O’- 
Daniel, Reuben Senterfitt, Ralph Yar- 
borough - 

For Lieutenant 
Aikin, C. T. Johnson, 


John Lee Smith. 


C,overnor: A. M 
Ben Ramsey, 


For Attorney General: Ross Carl- 
ton, Curtis FE. Hill, Tom Moore, Jr., 
Will Wilson. 

For State Agriculture Commission- 
er: Jim Barber, Bill Jones, John C. 
White 

For Comptroller: Robert S. Calvert 
{ UNnopyp sed F 

For Treasurer 
and Jesse James 

For Railroad Commissioner : 
ham J. Murray (unopposed). 

For Texas Supreme Court: Meade 
F. Griffin 


Warren G. Harding 


Wil- 


{ place one, unopposed rr 


Robert G. Hughes, James Norvell 
three ) 

Late were the entries of 
Fohn Lee Smith, the former heutenant 
governor from Lubbock, into the al- 
ready three-cornered race for that job 
this vear; Carlton of Dallas, 
head of the Texas Citizens’ Council, 
and Curtis E. Hill,, another Dallas 
lawver, in the attorney general’s race; 
and Bill Jones, a nurseryman from 
Kermit, and Jim Barber of Wylie for 
the agriculture spot. 

Barber said that on May 1 he re- 
signed his job as an employee of the 


Sul p! Ises 


Ross 


agriculture department because he 
feels (Commissioner White doesn't 


have “anv sincere interest” in the de- 
partment and has instead been trying 
to “raise sufhcient funds to become a 


; a“ 
candidate for governor. 


Shepperd’s Warning 


AUSTIN 

No violence or “in mass” attend 
ance of Negro voters was reported at 
conventions in Icast Texas—in spite 


of a most unusual last-minute state 
ment from the Attorney General, John 
Ben Shepperd. 

Shepperd announced before the pre- 
cinct fight that “it was reported to me 


in Last Te 


attend precinct conven- 


that Ne groes xas have been 
instructed to 
tions in mass, unlike 

Where did the reports come from ? 
Denison, Mount Enterprise, Gilmer, 
Kilgore, Pittsburgh, Mount Pleasant, 
Longview, Tyler, Carthage, Rockdale, 
and Marshall, Shepperd said Did they 
come from ? he was 
asked. He replied he had received one 
such call. From responsible persons? 


past vears 


peace officers ? 





But he preferred 
names 


“Il think thev were.” 
not to give their 

Shepperd was asked what the com 
plat 


ants wanted, and he said they 
asked for Texas Rangers. 


“LT did not 
think that said, 
Had he called back to local officers of 
the cities involved? He replied: 

“No, I thought. I would pass 
word along through the newspapers 

\ related story appeared the 
same davy—l‘riday—in the Longview 
\. G. Morton, Jr., presi- 
le Kilgore Citizens’ Council, 
warned the council's members that the 
precinct conventions might be “flood- 
ed” with Negroe Ss. 
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was necessary,” he 


the 





“We, 
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